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1:rothers. the k-night o f  c o l u i i i h i ~a s  I ha1 e just 
5tatetl. mu\t  first he ;L Geiitleinaii: that 14, :is the 
tei-in itself implie\. lie must be gentle and a man. The 
idea we derix e froiii the \wrd  “man“ is that o f  some- I 
tliiiig strong and pwer iu l .  not so much pli? sically a5 
moi-ally. \I hen, therefore, I ‘a? that ne must be men, 
I iiiean, that 11e intist 1)e \ \hat  Sha1,espeare meant. i 

I 
\\lien lie said . “1 dare do ali that may become a iiiaii ” I 

T iiieaii that n e iiiust be \ \hat  the dramatist in I 
Ifamlet meant \\lien lie exclaiiiietl : “IIe  11 a5 a man, 
taLe him for a l l  in  all, I shall not look upoii his like 
again.” I mean that we must he what M’hittier 
meant, when he cried out, “\ \  heii faith 15 lost, hen 
honor dies, the mail is dead !” 

Brothers, let 11s be men! I t  matters not whether 
we are prodigies of talent or of limited brains: Char
acter is higher than intellect. It matters not whether 
we ha\ e attlained to a high degree of education, or 
had no schooling-moral qualities count more than 
knowledge. I t  matters not whether we are possessed . 
o f  riches, or are common day laborers,-a good 
name is better than wealth. But what does matter, 
1:rotIiers. is in \\-hat degree, as men, we succeed to 
coiitrol our animal power; in what degree, as men, we 
.succeed to  curb and subdue our passions ; in what 
degree, as men, we stand by the eternal principles of 
justice land right ; in what degree, as men. we are nias
ters of ourselves. 
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It is by the  strength of the soul that \ye can jutlge 
a man. I lc ,  w1io !always does what  is right no matter 
what  the consequences may b e ;  \vho li\-es up  to hi5 
convictions, always thinking, saying and doing \vli:it 
his conscience tells hiin is right, Erothers. lie is a 11i;tii 

and unless we be iiieii in this sense, \ye caiiiiot call oiir

selves men, ant1 are  lacking one (3f thc rcqui.;ites that  
go t o  iorm :I geiitleman. 

To he g-entlemeii. we must, moreover, lie gentle. 
Gentleness is an essential element in a gentleman. just 
as gentlenianliiiess is one of the I)asic principles that  
go to make a T<night. If w e  \\-ish, then. to  Ix gentle
inen, \ye must learn to  be gentle. " l l e  is gciitlc." s a ~ . s  
t h e  poet. "that cloth gentle deetls." .\ rutlc i i n i i  ma>. 
be good, but  a gootl ; t i i d  Xentle iiiaii is Ixt ter .  (;ciitlc
ness is the  perfume o f  life. She is the twill sister of 
Charity. MI11 atev er C.li a ri t p  f o1-11ids. ge t i  t 1e11e ss for-
bids it also. I;ar from us, therefore, lirothei-s. those 
harsh manners  which \voulcI hurt  our 11cighlior's feel
ings, create antipntliies, beget disgust. Far  from 11s 

those remarks \vliicli would mar the reputation of 
others,  engender eninities, ant1 so \v  tliscortl. "1,et  

r 7mildness." says 1eog-ius, "ever attent1 o t l r  tongue." 
Ire is gentle, who pi-o\-es himself ever courtenus, ever 
meek, ever affable : whose manners and  words, at  home 
BS well a s  in society, show a man of milt1 t1ispOsitioii. 
be it natural  or acqiiiretl; a man who \\rill check his 
temper, refrain his tongue, avoid profanitp, atitl l)p 
his cmntenance  coiniiiand respect. Rrothers. let 11s 

be gentle and iiieii and w e  shall he gentlemen. TT'e 
shouItl not, howeT,er. entertain for 'a moinellt the niis
taken idea that  a gentleman must ha\-e 110 more Inck
hone than a dish -rag. t olerati n g  :lncI perm itt i n g \vrong,  
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~ ( J I - iear he  might injure the feeling of some brute. 
Such contluct is co\\*ardice antl a thing most heartily 
rlespisetl by a true gentleiiiaii. 

T(o he gentlemen, we iiiust combine tlie mildest 
iiiai1iiei-s \vith tlie bravest mind, as Homer puts it. \Ye 
:nu.Gt haye ;I soul stronger antl nobler than our  Iiody. 

P ,1 he  liotly must not be master of the soul. T h e  soul 
must govern the body. Only then, Crothers, when 
the  soul is able to goyern and direct the forces of the 
l)otl~-,when it can check and control our aniinal pas
sions, \ v ?  can 1)t-ide ourselves 011 the noble title of 
gentleman. 

I~rothers ,IVC must be geiitlemen, b u t .  this is not 
enough. Otir order being ;I Catholic oi-gaiiizcttion, i t  
iollon-s that to  he true Knights of Col~iiiih~ts,we 
must also Ix Catholics. Catholics. not merely i n  the 
sense o f  Iieing Imptized Catholics, but as  being imliued 
\\.it11 tlioi-oiiglily Catholic spirit. This, implies, that  
we should not he content with a ptii-ely speculative 
adherence to the ti-uths of our 1ioJ~-religion, but that  
\ve ought to let Faith as an acti\-e moral force per
meate, like Icavcn. all our life in all its varied mani
iestations. 'i'he T<nights of Co1uml)us are the expoii
cnts of the foremost Catholic layiieii, 'ant1 therefore, is 
expectetl of tlieni a very high stantlartl o f  Faith. They 
must be practicril Catholics. 1 say "l'ractical Catho
lics. "becausc unfortunately there are many 11-110 are 
Catholics in  11;tiiie only. Xone o f  these. shotlftl ever 
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:ttteriipt tci j o i r i  our ortler ; nor should \ye, in ai iy  \\.ay 
eiicoiirage them t o  do so. To be a iiice Icl lo\v,  \ v h o  
once in a ivhile goes to church, nrn!- l)e a cldificatioii 
good cnough to make him a cantlitlate in other bocial 
oi-gt3nizatiotis;but  should never be consitlei-etl ;I staiitl
a i - t t  high enough for us. L e t  11s not,  1:rotIiet-s. for  the 
sake oi cliiantity, o\-ei-look the essenti’nl (ltialities re
cluired i n  our iiieiiih-s. \Ve stand out as  the ioi-enlost 
Catholic laymen of the Church ; le t  11s prove  to the 
\\-orld tha t  we are such. Let Faith,  1)c ;ts it were.  the 
heavenly compass that guides oiir li\.es a n t 1  o i i i - ~ c 
tions. I x t  u s  he Catholics i i i  miiitl. Catholics in tlectls, 
Catholics i n  thought, Catholics i i i  speech. Let 11s 

li1.e ti]) t(J Catholic teaching. I,et 11s be Caholics 
i iot  i)iil!- i i i  the p r i \~acyo f  the  family. o r  ~vl ie i i;tmoiig 
oiir Catholic Frientls, but also i i i  piihlic, aniong 
straiigei-s a n t 1  iocs, when du ty  tlemantls it. .I,ct 11sbe 
C’atliolics. r i o t  oply ivhen by it,  1j-e iii;~!. gain iiiflucnce, 
ia\.ot-. 01- pecuniary advantages,  bu t  also \\hen it 
slioul(1 c o s t  iis niaterial losses or t h c  alieiiaticin o i  ( \ear  
frientls. 1,et 11sbe Catholics, al\vays a i i t l  e v q - \ v l i e i - e .  
I>o \ve 1)ass hefoi-c ;I Church? Lct 11s raise citir hat 
and thus show oui- Faith i n  the 1)iville 1’1-isoner o i  
the Taliel-nacle. Do lve Iihppeii to 1)e in a restaurant 
on a 1:i-iclay (31- fast day, for our meals? T,ct 11s not 
l ~ eashaiiic(l to ol)ser\-e the law o f  alwtiiieiice. -11-e 
ive asketl t o  help wine good cause? I,et 11s gi1-c ;ic
c[)rding- to oiir means. \Ire 8a.re not expected to (10 
more. Liut what we give, we should give freely. glatlly, 
\v i t h o u  t mu r i n t i  ring. 

A,\ Knight o f  Columbus sho\\;s his religious spirit 
even iii the interior o f  his home. *Issoon as y(111 g~ 
in, you notice (:it once that you are i i i  x Catholic Iiotiie 
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i-elpcct f’or 111, I’riests. l i e  lie\ er attempts t o  *it i n  

liidgment upon them. \\.helie\ er he meet* them. lie 
lie\ er nii*se* the opporttinity to greet them courte-
017SIJ : niore \o, i f  they happen to  1)e a 1:rother Knight. 

1 Ie is always kind to them. I le is to them a sincere 
friend, a dear brother ; alwa!-s ready to help tlicni, to 
ratlvise them, t o  console them. t c  ciicourage them, and 
to  render easier for them the task \vhicli God has 
entrusted to their hands. Kever make much, Lirothers, 
o f  those Knig-hts who aln.ays find fault with their 
1’1-iests. Something must he nmng with them. 
I’riests are not infallible. They inay eventually coin
niit mistakes. Yet, true Knights ne\’er turn against 
tliem : they are alwaq-s the defenders of their pastor, 
and  tlie mainstay of their parish. 

Jjrothers, let us be practical Catholics. Tt is of para-
mount importance tlmt we should he so. To this end, 
Ict us alna3-s keep burning within its the sacred light 
of Faith. I t  will enlighten us in our duties, strengthen 
us in our resolves, guide 11s in tlie straight path o f  
virtue, and enable u s  t o  reach the goal to  which we 
must all aspire, that  of being Catholic gentlemen. 

PART 111. 

.Another step, Erothers. before we shall lie full 
fledged Knights of Columbus. 11-e must also be 
knights of the Church. In  the age when knighthood 
was in flower, a Knight meant a inan of noble mind, 
of couuageous will, of undaunted spirit, unblemished 
honor and religious faitli, and this is also, as I under-
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un\\-ai-rantetl:ittacks iipoii our Church, it is meet ant1 
dutiful that  \Ye. Knights of C o l ~ i i i i b ~ i ~ .I)oth collectivelj
a.ntl iiidii~idually,should rise to the sacredness o r  o t i l 

pletlg-es, a i d  \\.it11 all that  is hest in us, ivith all iiieaiis 
a t  our disposal, should reFist and turn to naught the 
\\-anton attempts upon our Church. our liherties and 
our rights. I said collectively ant1 indivitlually Ije
ca~ ise ,  though our acitivity as an organiaztion, \\-ill 
tlevelop along lines, as will suggest the strength of the 
iiiiiiiber, the Iiigli standard of tlie inemhership, the 
po\verful influences of the Order ; the contribution oi 
the Knights. as individuals, is none the less desirahle 
and may have a greist hearing on the ultimate triumph 
of our cause. :is an organization, we shall make 0 1 1 ~  

selves heard by the masses ; #as iiidivi(lLials, we slinll 
cause the neighbor. the friend: the felloiv-laborer, to 
staiitl u p  and take cognizance of our rights. l:rotliers, 
let the spirit of a Christian ICnight pervade all our 
being lalid act as a spur to  action. Great is the task 
I)efore us. 1:ut let u s  not he disheartened. Let  us 
not prove coMards and retreat t o  tlie enemy’s camp. 
Le t  11s not prove stragglers in the ranks and fall by 
the wayside. Let us lie game. Let us fight for the 

I 
~ 

I 1,eginning. to  show you in a I<night o f  Columbus. a 

lioiior of our Church, for the justice of her claims, icx 
the vindication of her rights, for tlie defense of her 
J’riests and people and we shall be Catholic linight5. 

Tirothers, I have sketched before you the picture o f  
the Knight of Colunilius. I portrayed to  you as fa r  
as time limitation permitted, tlie firmness and gentle
ness of his character, the niaiiiier of his life, the iioliil
iiy of his aspirations and work. I have thus iaccoiii-
I)lislietl the task, which, I proposed to myself in tlie 

I 
 -14-



gentleman, a Catholic gentleman, ant1 a Catholic 
I<night . 

Before closing, however, allo\v me. L:rotliers, to coii
gratulate ) ou on the good judgment you h i k e  s1ion.n 
by joining the I<iiights of Columbus. I t  shows on 
your part, an elevating tentlenc) towards ideals which 
form the pride of the Order;  a nohility of thought 
which, while it is a credit to  you, confers prestige upon 
the organization that lilas received you into her bosom. 
'l'he Knights of Columbus stands in the v a n  of all 
fraternal societies and shines out conspicuously for 
the p e a t  achievements accomplished i n  less than half 
a century of its existence. R e  proud, therefore, 
Rrothers, of your Order. Be loyal to  it. Do it honor, 
l ~ ya life ennobled by coiirageoiis, Christian, chival
rous deeds. This will entitle you to the gratitude and 
admiration of your country, your Church, and your 
Order, ivliicli will rightly look iipon you as upright 
citizens, fearless Catholics and spotless Knights. 
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